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furnished by the Convention's secretary, of the resolutions voted
through July 23. Randolph, who had introduced the Virginia
plan, made a first draft of a constitution. It has been preserved
in his handwriting, with extensive changes in the manuscript
made by Rutledge. This seems to mean that Randolph submitted
his draft to the committee for discussion, and that as changes
were made they were written in by Rutledge, the chairman.
There is a continuation of the plan in Wilson's hand, showing
Randolph's draft further developed; and a harmonized draft of
the two parts worked out by Wilson, in his handwriting, with
more changes written in by Rutledge. Then a fair copy of the
whole was confided to the Philadelphia printers Dunlap and
CJaypoole, who printed about sixty copies of a folio pamphlet
of seven numbered pages with broad margins for notes by the
delegates in their discussions.
When Rutledge on Monday, August 6, reported for the com-
mittee and submitted the constitution1 which had been made
"conformable to the Resolutions passed by the Convention," the
delegates found it very different from what most of them had
probably expected. It incorporated details from the New Jersey
and Pinckney plans. Other new details came from a series of
recommendations made in Congress six years before for strength-
ening the Confederation—recommendations made by a committee
of which both Randolph and Ellsworth had been members. This
constitution gave new names to elements of the government. The
"Legislature of the United States" was called "Congress"; the
"first branch" had become the "House of Representatives" and
the "second branch" the "Senate"; the "Supreme Tribunal" was
now the ^Supreme Court"; the executive was to be the "Presi-
dent of the United States of America" and his title "His Ex-
cellency." Instead of general statements of the broad powers
granted to the legislative, executive, and judicial departments
there were specific powers granted or withheld, and several spe-
cific restrictions laid on the states as states. There was a preamble
which said: ""We the people of the States of New Hampshire,
Massachusetts"—and so on down to—"Georgia, do ordain, declare,
and establish the following Constitution for the Government of
Ourselves and our Posterity."
The Preamble by itself was enough to startle some of the dele-
1 See Appendix 7.

